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This book explains the details of the Moon
and the formation of the featureswe can see.
The author holds degrees in astronomy and
geophysics with a PhD in planetary geol-
ogy, and has had 200 papers published on
the Earth, Moon and planets; he also writes
the monthly Moon observers' guide for Sky
& Telescope.

The book starts with a catal ogue of peo-
ple who have
contributed to
lunar observa-
tion over the
years, dating
back to Galileo
asthefirst tel-
escopic ob-
server of the
Moon through
totoday’s pro-
fessional ob-
servers incor-
porating data
from NASA.
The author first explains the Moon's
phases over the month and what can be
observed as the light increases, together
with the effect of the terminator. He then

goesinto detail about the surface features
such as the large dark areas called mares
and oceans, which were caused by lava
flows, and how over time they have
changed, together with information about
the impact craters and the fallout (ejecta).
This is backed up with lots of diagrams,
drawings and picturesto further help your
understanding.

The rest of the book is divided into 18
sections of the Moon, based on geological
features and impact craters, rather than a
standard grid system. The author describes
in detail the structure and composition of
each section. The majority of the informa-
tion used on how a particular feature
has been formed isbased on fact, but he
hasincluded an occasional theory of his
own.

Overal | found the book easy to read
and understand. The idea of ‘modern’
is reflected in the way the author has
approached his subject and presented
itinsmall easy chunkswith lots of dia-
grams, drawingsand picturesto enhance
the descriptions and text. This would
be a good book for someone just start-
ing lunar observation.

Hazel Collett

Hazel is Public Relations Officer for York Astronomi-
cal Society, and runs astronomy workshops at her
local library. Her main interests are solar observing
and deep sky objects.
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