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Asall contributors to the different Sections
of the BAA aready know, the step from
being a casual observer to providing useful
observationsfor further analysis and subse-
quent publication in Section newsletters or
the Journal can be quite daunting. ThisA4
sized book by BAA solar observer Tony
Broxton aims to provide the missing link
based on hisown solar observing experience,
and thusto encourage the casual observer of

the Sun to gain more from their observing.

After abrief introduction and obligatory
and essential warnings about observing the
Sun, the book consists of numerous short
chapters on various topics relating to what
can be observed with amateur solar tel-
escopes, how to determine various param-
eters from observations and how to submit
theseto severd solar organisationsincluding
the BAA. In order to understand the Sun
and the features that can be observed on the
photosphere and chromosphere, there are
chapters on the structure of the Sun, solar
features and the nature of sunspots. One of
themore difficult aspects of solar observing
that needs to be learnt is the orientation of
the solar disk, both in terms of the NESW
cardinal pointsin our sky and the solar disk
itself. The latter is particularly important if
asunspot isto be assigned to either the north-
ern or southern hemispheres or the location
of sunspots and other features are to be cal-
culated. To help with this there are severa
chapters on the orbit and inclination of the
Earth, its implications for the position of
the Sunin our sky (through the effects of the
seasons and the equation of time) and the
orientation of the Sun when using various
telescope and mount types.

Two freeware software programs are de-
scribed that assist with these aspects of solar
observing aswell asthe more cal cul ator-based
approach for thosewithout accessto this soft-

ware, Observing with both white light and
narrow band (hydrogen alphaand calcium K)
telescopesisexplained. Thefinal set of chap-
ters dedls with how to classify various solar
features, such as sunspot group types, prior
to explaining how observations can be submit-
ted to, for example, the BAA Solar Section.

Throughout the book, numerous colour
images and diagrams help with that whichis
being explained in the text. The images are
from a mixture of professional observato-
ries, solar satellites, and amateur observers.
The writing style is such that the book is
easy to read although | did notice that there
IS some unnecessary repetition of text from
one chapter to the next. It was with one of
the solar imagesthat | began to noticeerrors,
of both afactual and typographical nature,
that unfortunately exist throughout the book.
Thistogether with the ordering of the chap-
ters detracts from the book — a thorough
review of thebook prior to publicationwould
have easily removed these errors.

Nevertheless, thereis plenty of useful ma-
teriad herefor anyonewishing to expand their
solar observing experienceand contributethelr
observations to amateur solar organisations.
This, after all, isthe aim of the book.

Peter Meadows

Peter is a regular solar observer who submits his
observations to the BAA Solar Section, The Astrono-
mer magazine and the Solar Influences Data Analy-
sis Centre (SIDC). He is the solar editor for The
Astronomer and regularly gives talks on solar ob-
serving at the BAA Back to Basics Workshops.
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